
I a m  absoluri.l!, anlazcd a1 ho\v quickly life is passing all of us by. I remember my dad telling me to quit 
\vishing my l ife away and he was so right - I couldn't \?lait to be 21 and now 1 am facing turning 3 3 .  This 
year has been rather chaotic for our 131n1ly. 1 decided to return to college at the Mount and \ ? i i I l  graduate 
\virh my blaster's degree in Special Education in May 0f2008. I was hired full-time as an Aide at the 
I-lighlandel- Academy in \lie Oak Hills School District and am interviewing for a long-term sub position 
on Januar! the 4"' at Oakdale Elemental-y (keep your fingers crossed - this would be a great opportunity 
tbr- me)! I ~ o u l d  like to [hank my fanlily and fi-iends for all of their support this past year as 1 literally 
have had no time ro do a r~ \ i rh i~~g  a n d  l1:ive really slacked off'wit!? keepir,g i n  tcuch vVi;h c\/crybrit. I arrl . , 

I-iapp! to I-epon rhat  I ~ u s r  received Iny gr-ades and have a 4.0 G P A .  Tliis makes tl1e $40,000.00 college 
loan well \ ~ ~ o r t h  it! (Who am I kidding - just t h i n k  of what I could have done with that money??) I would 
especially like to thank my lnolu f-or always being so willing to help me with the kids 011 Saturdays while 
I sit in  class all day. 1 love you so much and appreciate all of your Ilelp and suppoll!! You are truly [he 
best mom ever!! 

J e f f  has been on day shift for the last year and will be transferred to 31d sliifl starting January 19"'. He is 
reall! looking t'os\val.d to this as this is his l'avorite shift to war-k. He has been busy coaching Andrew 
basketball, Allie's joccel- and laking Andrew to Ct113 Scouts. Ile continues to run about 3 milts a day and 
is c!!r ~-entiy r-c-psi I riing A11'lre\?:'s room. He has been a huge help to nie :lnd is very suppol-ti\/e of me 
\vorki~~g I'ull-ti111e and attending gl-aduate scliool full-time - I could not have dolie this \vi~hout hir-n! I an1 
so tlianktlrl a n d  gratel'ul to have Ilim for m y  husband and best ('1-iencl. I truly could NC)'I7ask fol- more. 

Allie is a \,el-!. acri~ze 3'"l-ader SIle jus: turned 9 on October 26'" She loves playing soccer and  even 
made a selecl \can] this ),ear, which Iias kept us very busy. Right now she is playing on an indool team 
t h a t  plays once a week at the Western Hills Sports Mall. She \was also picked by her teacher's to help 

'\ 

with the kids i n  the Special Needs classroon~ whel-e she helps tlleln develop their social skills. Her gades  
al-e phenomenal a n d  she is one of'lhe happiest kids that I have ever met. She lo\/es watching Hannah 
h4ontana and the Suite L>ile of Zach and Cody and enjoys playing outside and rollerblading. She is a true 
gsandlna's girl and loves spending time with her in ar1y way she can! ( 1  never thought that 1 \vould have a 
child who would love going to Gatlinbul-g without me!!! She is truly not her mother's child - if you 
know \vliat 1 mean!?) 

.4nd1-e\v ( 0 1 -  Buddy as \4!e c ~ l l  him) is a BIG tirst grader this year and has really done well. Ile is learning 
10 sea:.! and loves anything spot-;.; related and piaying on t.ile computer. ! !e is currently on a basketball 
team lor SI. Do!~~inic  and !-,as m,ide several ar::nzing shc1;., from thc 3-po:nt line. I-It. is very haildy a~ld 
loves to \:ark with i:is dad aroclild the hoi~se on projects. He is also very plcased \vitli the 11e\v additions 
at Grandiila Dcbbie alld Picpa Al 's house - 2 nc bjl beautiful yellow labs nan-bed Col by Duke and Chloe. 
U n f o r ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ ; ~ t s l y  \se j 1151 leni-i~ed tliat Dutchess (\vile is thci I- 1 3 yeas-old cllocolate lab) has cancel- and won't 
be \z i t11  us 11i~lcl1 Iolig~.r- SO getting the I K M /  dogs could not 11a~e come at a better- lime. 

We know thar we are 11-uly blessed and t h a n k  God for all of ocrr good health and many, many blessings 
\A!< hope that all is hell \+/it t l  each or  you and wish you a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

.Icl'l', 1-aur-a, All i c  and Aildre\v BI-aun 


